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Great Love
Mother Teresa encourages us to “Do small
things with great love” but there is nothing
small about the work of SLI
volunteers. Volunteerism not only helps SLI
achieve our mission but it is also one of the
ways that SLI fulfills its commitment to
success, learning, and inclusion.
As we celebrate Volunteer Appreciation
Month, SLI wants to recognize all of the
dedicated volunteers who make a difference
in every way. This week we will celebrate
five volunteers. Make sure that you like and
follow our Facebook page to learn more about them. We will also recognize two other groups of
volunteers in this month’s Scoop.
The Seaman High School Key Club has been designing an entry for Festival of Trees for 25 years. Social
Studies Teacher and Key Club Sponsor Randy Crome has supervised student participation in Festival since
their first entry in 1995. According to Randy, “The goal of Key Club is to provide our members with
opportunities to help others, improve communities, build character, and develop leadership.” Seaman’s
chapter has been volunteering in our community for 50 years. Creating a Festival tree takes time,
creativity, and dedication. Each year the Club forms a design committee of about 10 members. This
committee develops potential designs, shops together for the supplies, and then organizes 2-3 nights of
assembly work nights. Generally, about 20 students participate in the work nights. “Creating trees for
Festival of Trees has become one of the highlights of each of our Key Club school years,” said Randy.
“Both the students and I take great pride in supporting this event for so many years.”
SLI’s Community Integration Program (CIP) has provided volunteer opportunities for our clients for more
than 25 years. CIP focuses on providing life-enhancing activities, active learning, and community
involvement. In a normal year, SLI clients volunteer an average of 880 hours each month delivering
meals, wrapping silverware, or cleaning a park for organizations like Meals on Wheels, Topeka Rescue
Mission, and Make America Beautiful. “Volunteering in the community gives purpose,” said Cindy
Freeman, CIP Coordinator. “Our clients look forward every day to putting a smile on someone’s face.” The
COVID-19 pandemic prevented CIP participants from volunteering in the community in 2020 however
several clients found ways to volunteer from their home. Clients cannot wait to get back into the
community so that they can continue contributing to their community in meaningful ways.
So as you can see, volunteering is a currency that appreciates. The hard work of all of our volunteers has
benefited the Topeka community in innumerous ways for almost fifty years. We couldn’t be more
grateful to every person who has helped us strengthen our community by promoting success, learning,
and inclusion for individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

We Need You!
Are you inspired by the fact that SLI clients
volunteer in the community? Did you know that
you could help sponsor a volunteer trip each
month by joining our recurring donor program
and making a monthly donation of
$25/$50/$100? Each volunteer trip costs SLI
$100 to cover the cost of transportation and
staff support. Giving monthly is easy, safe, and
ensures that SLI has the resources necessary to
celebrate community inclusion. Click here to set
up your monthly contributions or contact Karen
at kstreeter@slitopeka.org for more
information.

How You Can Help!
Interested in volunteering at SLI right now? Be a
part of planning the Festival of Trees and join the
volunteer committee! There are multiple
positions open so contact Shannon at
swarta@slitopeka.org if interested in being a
part of this holiday tradition!
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