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Festival of Trees was Home for the Holidays
Thanks to you and everyone who helped us celebrate “Home for the Holidays” through our 2020 Festival of Trees!

Together we raised almost $110,000 in support of unfunded client needs. We were amazed by the volunteers, designers,
donors, and more who supported the event in any way that they could to make it a success during a difficult year.
While it was a hard decision to change the 43-year tradition of the Festival of Trees to a virtual event this year, we felt like
nothing should keep our community from celebrating the holidays and supporting the crucial work of SLI. And that is what
we did!
As always, Festival is an act of love and wouldn’t be possible with the support of amazing volunteers and our community.
•

2020 Festival of Trees Sponsors

•

SLI is grateful for the support of our Festival sponsrs. Because of your
support, we were able to continue our 43-year holiday tradition!
Gold Star Sponsors
Berkshire Hathaway First, REALTORS Tyler Johnson
Cumulus
Evergy
Heartland Homcare
Peoples Insurance Group
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
WIBW TV
Silver Bell Sponsor
Civium Architecture & Planning

•

Red Ribbon Sponsors
Bettis Companies
CoreFirst Bank & Trust
FHLBank Topeka
TEB Consulting, LLC

Garland Sponsors
Bartlett & West
Heartland Titile
John Cassidy Family
Mize CPAs Inc
Topeka Capital-Journal

•
•

Poinsettia Sponsors
Ben Schreiner Concrete 		
Construction
Ed Bozarth Chevrolet
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Polo Custom Products
Streeter Family

With help from LIVE! Chair Valerie
Nelson, sponsors, volunteers, staff, and
community musicians, we broadcast
Festival LIVE! to celebrate all things
Festival to more than 200 homes.
Designer Chair Jesyca Hope welcomed
eight new designers who along with
our experienced designers donated 55
beautiful trees, wreaths, tablescapes,
and mantlescapes.
Silent Auction Chair Lisa Deghand
worked hard to organize an auction
featuring 155 items.
Donors helped us reach a $20,000
match challenge from an anonymous
donor.
Clients and volunteers made goodies for
the first ever online Sweet Shoppe.

Thanks to the support of these and many
others the event was a success!
After a virtual Festival of Trees in 2020, we
really look forward to seeing everyone for
the 2021 Festival of Trees on December
2-4 at our new location – Stormont Vail
Event Center’s Exhibition Hall. Mark your
calendars now for a bigger and better
Festival of Trees!

Festival at a Glance

President’s Message
As I was contemplating all I wanted to communicate in this newsletter, it became difficult to know
where to begin. As everyone knows, 2020 posed some significant challenges for everyone for a
variety of reasons. For SLI, it meant a great deal of isolation and anxiety which has been difficult for
our clients and staff. I am so excited to announce that SLI, in coordination with Walgreens, is hosting
vaccination clinics for clients and staff. The first vaccine clinic was offered on January 22, the second
February 12 and the last will be March 5. Three dates are offered in the event that someone was not
able to make the first date, thus, receiving the first vaccine in February, as well as catching any newly
hired staff and newly enrolled clients. Based on this and the fact that the COVID-19 positive cases
in Shawnee County are consistently declining, we have chosen a “re-open” date for our Community
Integration Program of March 22 which will be a bit over two weeks following the third clinic. We
have implemented a number of protocols to include PPE wearing, sanitization stations, treating
office and day program spaces with UV light sterilization and electrostatic equipment, hygiene, and
the like in order to keep everyone as safe as possible. We are thrilled that we will be able to finally
get back to some sense of normalcy.
Looking ahead to 2021 is also very exciting. SLI will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary and we have some activities planned
later in the year, if they can be done safely, that include an SLI Night at the Zoo, an open house, and a donor appreciation event.
Also, please notice when you are downtown, the SLI 50th anniversary flags waving up and down Kansas Avenue.
SLI has also changed its mission statement to be more reflective of the true mission, values, and foundation of services. The
new mission statement is:
We are SLI: A not for profit supporting the efforts of individuals living with intellectual/developmental disabilities by promoting;
Success
Learning
Inclusion
We were pleasantly surprised and thankful at how well the virtual Festival of Trees went in 2020. While it was very
different than years past and posed its own set of challenges, it was a big success. We thank all of you who participated,
donated, designed, and volunteered. It is because of your commitment that SLI is able to continue to provide unfunded and
underfunded services such as nursing, transportation, medical advocacy, job training, and durable medical equipment to name
a few. We are very hopeful that Festival of Trees will be back to in person in 2021 and looking forward to the change in venue
to the Stormont Vail Event Center - Exhibition Hall. You can all look forward to a new space, look, and activities as we welcome
you back in person.
I am also pleased to announce that we will be opening a Retirement Program on May 1, 2021. This has been a long time
in the planning and was delayed due to COVID-19 so we are anxious to begin this new program. The space will provide an
environment and activities tailored to meet the needs of older adults. We are especially thankful to the Capitol Federal
Foundation for its grant in support of this new program.
Lastly, I want to thank everyone who has shown additional support and generosity during COVID-19. Expenses have gone
up greatly during this time period, about $6,000 monthly, for additional PPE, sanitizing stations and equipment, remote
working, increased technology and staffing. While these expenses will continue for a while into the future, we are much better
prepared to manage them with your assistance and additional donations. I also want to extend special thanks to all those
who volunteered for the Adopt-A-Home program that was started in an effort to provide support to clients and staff who have
been isolated in homes. Every home had at least one volunteer and some had more than one. Clients and staff have been
receiving special meals, treats, holiday gifts, thank you cards, and activities they can do at home. Your thoughtfulness has been
appreciated more than we could ever express. We hope to continue this program even after COVID and hope to gain additional
volunteers for all of the homes.
Wishing you all health and happiness,

Lisa Jackson
SLI President/CEO

Ensuring Safety Through CARES Act Funds
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the CARES Act was approved by Congress in early 2020. The State of Kansas
allocated over thirty-six million dollars to Shawnee County for COVID relief. In September, the SPARK Taskforce put out
requests for proposals and SLI’s Development Department successfully submitted a
$139,258 grant request to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on SLI clients and staff.
We were thrilled when we received the news that our grant was approved in full.
With help from several departments, a plan was put in place to expense all funds
by December 30.
Funding was used to purchase much needed PPEs and cleaning supplies which
were very important because we had been spending thousands of dollars each
month on these items since the beginning of the pandemic. We also used the
funds to purchase and put into use new laptops and equipment to support
staff working from home, acquire specialized hand sanitizer stations and a wallmounted body temperature reader. Finally, funds were used to acquire a UV
room sanitizer, electrostatic sprayers, and air purifiers. The UV room sanitizer and
electrostatic sprayers are used by hospitals, schools, hotels, etc. and are considered
best practices. Electrostatic sprayers can cover hard-to-reach surfaces, kill 99%
of pathogens for up to 30 days, is 10 times as efficient as conventional cleaning
methods, and is
effective against
highly contagious
viruses such as influenza, MRSA, and COVID-19. The UV
room sanitizer and electrostatic sprayers will be used for
Through a Walgreens clinic
years to come to protect our clients and staff.
set-up at SLI, clients and
staff had the opportunity
Steve Picotte, Director of Technology, shared his thoughts
to receive both doses of
on why this grant was so important. “I support our staff
the COVID-19 vaccine.
who support the people that we serve. Meeting the
Everyone was grateful for
increased technology demands of almost-instantaneous
the opportunity to get
remote employees hasn’t been easy for many
the vaccine and many
businesses, and it can be even more challenging for small
expressed joy in being able
businesses, especially NPOs with limited resources. This
to protect themselves,
has been apparent for so many organizations worldwide
their families, and their
due to the pandemic. When the pandemic started and
community! Because of
most workers moved to remote, we relied heavily on
the vaccine, SLI is planning
personally-owned equipment and all the software and
to return some portions
security concerns that brings with it. For my department
of our programs, such as
and our company, it is more efficient and secure to
the Community Integration
provide our employees with equipment that we can
Program, back to normal by
manage and secure, including Virtual Private Network
the end of March.
(VPN), antivirus, and other productivity apps that they
might not otherwise have on their personal devices,
including audio and video collaboration. I am grateful
for the grant providing SLI the resources that have
made my job easier, made me breathe easier, and have
empowered our staff in their duties and my department
in ours.”

COVID-19 Vaccine

SLI is grateful to everyone who helped us implement the
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