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Client Fun at the Festival of Trees
SLI clients were very involved in this year’s Festival of Trees and had a great time celebrating the holiday season
throughout the event.
Before the Festival of Trees, clients in SLI’s Community Integration Program spent time baking lots of yummy treats
that they sold in the Holiday Market during the event. They were the highest grossing vendor in the market and
used all of the money raised to purchase a new oven for the program kitchen. There are already plans to make
even more treats for the next year with their new oven.
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Christmas at SLI
Thank you to the Rolling Meadows Neighborhood
Association and the Civitan Club of Topeka for
providing Christmas this year for around 40 SLI clients
who would otherwise not have received gifts or
celebrated the holiday with a wonderful party. Clients
were treated to some holiday sweets and presents
delivered by Santa!
A special thank you to Larry and LaJean Rinker for
hosting the holiday party and to everyone who
provided gifts. You made Christmas special!

SLI clients also participated as a tree designer this year and entered a tree titled “Oh The Place You Will Go!” Clients
made ornaments that had parts of maps that featured different locations that are their dream vacation destinations
or is a place that is special to them. They decorated the tree before the event so that everyone had a chance to
participate. The tree was awarded the “Clients Favorite” award and raised $1,300 during the Auction Party!
During the Festival of Trees, clients were just as busy! They helped to “turn on the lights” with Ralph Hipp live on
the WIBW news to start the event. The Civitan Club of Topeka also hosted a party for our clients that evening. They
enjoyed homemade chili and a great dance party. Santa even stopped by to visit!
The SLI Flag Team performed their routine for Festival visitors on Saturday. This was only their second performance
and they did a wonderful job!
We loved seeing our clients take part in making the 2019 Festival of Trees a great event!

President’s Message
All of us at SLI sincerely hope you all had wonderful holidays and are having a healthy and
happy start to your new year. The year at SLI ended with Festival of Trees being a fantastic
success. Over 100 volunteers, 23 event sponsors, attendees and donors raised over
$86,000 to support SLI programs and services. Attendance was up and the money raised
through the auctions was up as well. Tinsel and Treasures (ladies night) raised enough
to support our unfunded job training program for those we serve for a full year. Without
a doubt, we couldn’t have accomplished all of this without the dedicated work of our
volunteers. This year our FOT Planning Committee welcomed new chairs and members
plus it benefited from the work and knowledge of returning volunteers.
We have already begun work on the 2020 Festival of Trees which will be moving to the
Stormont Vail Events Center. We continue to have volunteer needs in a variety of areas, in particular, we will be
needing chairs and members for the decorations and designer committees since the space is much larger than
what we have been using at Ag Hall. We are also looking for more designers to create and decorate trees, wreaths,
porchscapes and mantlescapes for the auction. We are thrilled that there will be much more space for general
attendees and auction attendees. We are confident that this will allow for a more enjoyable experience and a
larger number of attendees. If you are interested in joining our Volunteer Planning Committee or want more
information about becoming a designer, please contact Shannon Warta at 785.233.2566 or swarta@slitopeka.org.
Our genuine thanks to all who make this annual event possible. The impact to programs and services is
tremendous and we could not continue some of these without you and your support.

With Heartfelt Gratitude!
The 2019 Festival of Trees was a huge success thanks to the effort
and support of many wonderful friends and supporters. We are
especially grateful to our Festival of Trees sponsors.
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
Evergy
Bettis Asphalt
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Kansas
Heartland Homecare Services, Inc.
Peoples Insurance
CoreFirst Bank & Trust
FHLBank of Topeka
Capitol Federal
TEB Consulting LLC
Bartlett & West
Ed Bozarth Chevrolet

Networks Plus
Polo Custom Products
ServPro
SLI Board & Foundation Board in Honor
of Jo Ann Tate
Ben Schreiner Concrete Construction
Mize Houser & Company P.A.
WIBW TV
Majic 107.7
Topeka Capital-Journal
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Pepsi

The event would not be possible without all of our dedicated
volunteers, designers, vendors, entertainment groups, attendees
and more. Thank you for a great 42nd Annual Festival of Trees!

Mark your calendars for Festival of Trees on December 3-5, 2020 at our new location - Exhibition Hall!

Lisa Jackson
SLI President/CEO

Healthy Bodies, Healthy Lifestyles

Mission Opportunity
How are you doing with your new year’s resolution? So many of us set high goals and then grow discouraged
when we struggle to meet them. The clients of SLI do the same thing but so often their goals are as simple as
getting the medical supplies they need. Standing in their way is the resources to afford the care they need.
Fortunately, SLI is standing by their side to help them but we cannot do it alone.
Would you consider a 2020 goal that is not only easy to keep BUT helps support the goals of others? How?
Simple, join our monthly giving program. If 100 SLI supporters committed to a monthly donation of $15, we
would be able to raise $18,000 to cover the cost of personal medical supplies of SLI clients. Will you stand with
us at the side of SLI clients? Together, we can improve the quality of life for all who rely upon SLI for crucial
supports and services.
To learn more contact Karen Streeter at 785.233.2566 or kstreeter@slitopeka.org OR sign up today by visiting
our website - https://www.slitopeka.org/donations/donate-now .

The SLI Healthy Bodies, Healthy Lifestyles program has recently created a fitness room for all clients to use
and continue on their journey to a healthy life!
Through donations and a grant from Walmart, the fitness room includes a treadmill, cardio glide, hand
weights, yoga ball and mats, fitness videos, pedometers and a mini fridge with water. Clients can utilize this
room with a staff member every day of the week.
The fitness room is currently in a temporary location while the actual location is being finished. The new
location will have a Wii Fit system, a separate entrance and space for fitness classes. We are excited to see
the final fitness room and everyone’s journey towards a healthy lifestyle!

