President’s Message
I write with wishes that you are all well. For nearly 6 months now we have all been
dealing with COVID-19 and the trying, challenging and stressful situations this has caused
for everyone for a multitude and variety of reasons. Our thoughts and prayers continue
to be with all of you and yours.
SLI has taken a number of steps to ensure the health and wellness of our clients and
employees and in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and related guidance from the
CDC, Kansas Department of Health, Kansas Department of Aging and Disability Services,
and Shawnee County Health Department. Some of these include the following.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
All SLI owned homes are restricting ALL visitors.
•
The SLI offices and Community Integration Program (day service) closed to ALL
visitors on March 17 and continues to be minimally staffed. All administrative personnel are enabled to work
remotely and/or have been given assignments to assist out in the homes as needed. We attempted to open
the Community Integration Program in July but as numbers of positive cases began to spike again, we closed
it back down.
Most meetings are being conducted through teleconference. When in-person meetings occur, masks are
worn and social distancing guidelines are followed.
Multiple teleconferencing applications have been enabled so that every single employee at SLI has access to
utilize these options for meetings and for immediate family and guardians to visit with their loved ones who
are in SLI homes.
An Adopt-A-Home program was implemented. All homes were “adopted” by volunteers, parents, guardians,
board of directors and administrative personnel. We have been posting pictures of special treats that our
adopters have sent to homes on our website and Facebook page.
Groceries for the homes continue to be centrally ordered and obtained by drive-thru pick up.
Supplies and personal protective equipment are inventoried weekly. We require all staff working with clients
to wear full protective equipment.
Daily monitoring and tracking of client and employee health is occurring.
Regular communication and updates are being provided to all clients, staff, families, guardians, and other
stakeholders.

Providing services to a population that generally has underlying health conditions placing them at higher risk
and in congregate living settings poses obvious challenges. We continue to work meticulously to do all we can to
keep all of those we serve and our employees safe and healthy.
SLI is staffed by a tremendous team of committed employees who care deeply about the clients we serve. I
continue to be so appreciative of our employees. I have been overwhelmed with pride and honor to get to
work with such remarkable people. People who, without question, stepped up to work together to do whatever
needed to be done at a moments notice and who have shown their commitment to those we serve by through
their continued work and attention to keeping themselves healthy and safe for as long as it takes to support the
health and well-being of our clients.
In closing, I hope that you all have good health, peace and hope in the coming months. Thank you for your
continued support of the SLI mission.

Lisa Jackson
SLI President/CEO

SLI During COVID-19
COVID-19 has changed the way that everyone is living their lives but SLI clients and staff are still keeping busy
and enjoy many activities! Here are just a few examples of what they have been doing lately.
Penny enjoyed working
outside on her home’s
landscaping and planted
new flowers. Her hard
work looks great!

Trying to get outside of
the house as much as
possible, SLI clients have
been visiting parks, lakes
and sunflower fields!

Following social distancing
rules, SLI staff have
created many drive-thru
opportunities to provide
meals to homes and
interact with clients.

Baking has been a favorite
activity of many SLI
clients. Edwin and Jerry
seem to enjoy the treats
they made!

Giving Back
Everyone has seemed to pick up
new hobbies while spending more
time at home. SLI clients are no
exception to this!
Homer has always been one
that enjoys volunteering in the
community but has not been
able to do that as much because
of COVID-19 and deteriorating
eyesight. Shortly before the
pandemic hit, Homer learned a new way to give back to the
community is now using his free time to help make mats to
keep the homeless warm and dry.
Homer takes plastic grocery bags, smooths them out, and then
has staff cut them into four strips. Then, he takes those strips
and connects them to a longer vine of plastic bags. The vines
are then rolled into balls.
Homer donates these balls to an individual who takes them
and weaves the plastic vines together for mats for the
homeless.
It takes about 500 bags to make one mat and Homer is running
out of bags to create the balls! If you have plastic grocery bags
that can be donated to this project, please bring them to the
SLI offices. Homer, and many others, would appreciate the
donation!

COVID-19 By Numbers
Because of COVID-19, SLI has had the
unexpected increase in the cost of PPE to
protect clients and staff. Since March, SLI
has purchased:
15,000
face masks
6,000
thermometer
covers
1,250
bottles of hand
sanitizers

3,000
face shields
70,000
gloves
Visit www.slitopeka.org/donate to
support SLI in these increased costs.
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Thank You Adopters!
The SLI Adopt-a-Home program was started in response to COVID-19 stay at home orders and has allowed our
clients and employees working in homes to receive cheer, support and feel valued as well as bring the joy of giving
to those volunteering as adopters.
The support has been ongoing since March and has provided SLI clients with many fun opportunities. Whether it is
dinner provided, craft projects, luau supplies, special snacks, personal letters, or any of the other creative ideas the
wonderful groups of adopters have come up with, SLI clients know that they are begin thought about during this
isolating time. They have enjoyed looking forward to the little surprises that come their way!
These little touches have made staying at home much easier and enjoyable. SLI and SLI clients want to thank every
single adopter for volunteering to go above and beyond to support SLI.

Contact Info
For more
information on
programs and services,
call (785) 233-2566
If you would like to make
a contribution, arrange for
a speaker, or learn about
volunteer opportunities,
contact Karen Streeter at
(785) 233-2566 or
kstreeter@slitopeka.org
Visit the SLI
website at
www.slitopeka.org
www.facebook.com/slitopeka
SLI
3401 SW Harrison St.
Topeka, KS 66611

Nothing will stand between the Festival of Trees and the holidays, not even COVID-19.
SLI has gifted the Topeka community with Festival of Trees since 1977 and we plan
to continue this tradition virtually in 2020. We may not get to experience the sites,
sounds, and tastes in the same way as years past, but Festival of Trees will carry on with
its most important holiday tradition - raising money to support the mission of SLI.
SLI’s 2020 Festival of Trees will include several activities running from November
30th to December 5th. As usual, we are relying upon the generosity and creativity
of designers, silent auction donors, event sponsors, and YOU to make 2020 a year of
bright lights, holiday memories, and a season of giving that supports our clients all year
long! This year’s event will feature a silent auction, Fund-A-Need, Sweet Shop, Story
time with Santa, Holiday Spirit Contest, and a special live event on December 4th. All
of these activities will be hosted virtually allowing anyone to participate. Stay tuned
for more information about all 2020 Festival of Trees activities by following our social
media pages or our website. We cannot wait to celebrate the holiday season with you!

SLI Annual Awards
As with everything in 2020, this year’s SLI Annual Awards looked a little different than usual but we were
still excited to be able to recognize the great individual work at SLI by both clients and staff. The ceremony
was streamed virtually for all to enjoy on June 8th and a pizza party was delivered to each house to replace
the traditional party. Congratulations to the 2020 Annual Awards winners!
Most Optimistic - Terri A.
Most Individual Growth - Drake C.
Positive Attitude - Paul R.
Increased Independence - John A.
Most Enthusiastic - Carl S.

House of the Year - 31st St
Leadership Award - Steve Picotte
President’s Award - Laura Vandonge
Sara’s Hope Award - Anita Mitts

