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Making a Difference
People often ask how they can get involved and help SLI clients in
meaningful ways. The needs are great and our clients are not always
able to afford anything above and beyond their basic needs. We are so
grateful anytime we are blessed with giving, caring and compassionate
community members. We would like to take a moment to share the
story of one such person, a very special person, Paula Harbert. Paula
has made a meaningful difference for our clients with donations of 45
handmade quilts and 6 lap blankets.
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Paula learned to sew in home economics class as a seventh grader and
her first project was an apron. She has been making quilts for the last
35 years and can make one simple quilt in four days. She designs her
own patterns by laying it out on paper before she begins a quilt. Paula
said, “You need to have a good knowledge of math when making a quilt.” As a teen, she provided math tutoring to other
students and has always loved math. Each quilt she makes is valued at approximately $175. Paula has taught quilting
classes and early on used dark colors and the traditional quilting. She said, “The creativity evolves over time.” She stays up
on new technology and recently attended a class learning new stitches.
When asked, what it means to her to make quilts for others and how it feels to her to be able to give back in this way,
she said, “I love giving to people. I like to think of them snuggled up in warmth and with something of color. It feels
magnificent. I want people to feel cared for.” Paula quilts all day and then she wants to give them away.

Pathway for Hoep provides the opportunity for individuals with diverse abilites, like Delores,
to fulfill dreams and meet needs that improve the quality of their lives. The fund was started
through the kindness of an anonymous donor and is managed by the SLI Foundation. It
provides support to individuals with intellectual disabilities with priority given to clients
receiving services from SLI or individuals not receiving any type of services from any other IDD
Community Service Provider.
Funds are utilized to assist with unmet or unfunded needs of the individual. Potential uses
include, but are not limited to dietary supplements, adult briefs, assistive technology, GED
or post-secondary education, dental and vision services, eyeglasses, clothing, furniture,
accessibility remodels, certain therapies such as occupational, physical, and positive
behavioral interventions, assistance with homeownership and transportation.
If you are interested in donating to the Pathway for Hope Fund, please visit
www.slitopeka.org. or contact Karen Streeter at kstreeter@slitopeka.org or (785) 233-2566.

These are quilts from the heart and a treasure to our clients. This is a prime example of how giving back to others in the
community makes a difference!

President’s Message
Allow me to ask you to stop and think how your life would be different if you had a child,
grandchild, brother or sister, aunt or uncle with a developmental disability? Many reading this
don’t have to stop to think about that, they live it every day. They arrange schedules, routines and
environments to accommodate the needs of their loved one, they advocate and fight through a
complicated and complex state system, they endure significant costs associated with the care of
a child with a disability, they suffer stresses many never experience and they face different fears
and worries for their children than other parents. They have a significantly strong desire to protect
and let their child learn, grow and gain independence. That is true for all parents but imagine your
child or loved one is now growing and gaining independence but with different vulnerabilities
that must be considered. And then, when that child becomes an adult, they may move to a home
where SLI provides services. However, those fears and worries never go away.
SLI operates under the same complicated and complex system that is horrifically underfunded. In fact, we are funded at a rate
below minimum wage for direct service professionals who provide the daily support to those we serve. These employees are
expected to teach, administer medications, spot medical issues, handle significant behavioral challenges, assist with personal
care, and help clean, cook and complete general maintenance. Most importantly, they need to be a person who has a high
level of integrity, respect for human life and compassion.
You might imagine how difficult it is to recruit the talent we desire for this position even if it were funded at a fair rate. The
services we provide are long term because there is no cure for a developmental/intellectual disability. This is one of the
reasons that the Festival of Trees is so critically important to us. Your generosity, through this event, helps us to be able to
offer necessary programs and services that are not funded such as nursing, transportation, medical supplies and supports,
training, assistive technology and household items to name a few and to recruit and train the service professionals we need
to support those we serve.
Festival of Trees will proudly celebrate 42 years of fundraising for SLI. Festival of Trees was started in 1977 by the board of
directors and founding family members in order to raise enough money to cover the year-end shortfall of $16,000. This
event has been growing stronger every year and has raised over $3.5 million to support services and programs for clients and
families. In this, our 42nd year, we need your help as much as we did then.
On behalf of SLI and the Foundation board of directors, SLI employees and SLI clients and families, we sincerely thank you for
your support in helping us accomplish our mission. For information on attending Festival of Trees events, volunteering and/or
donating to the events, please contact Shannon Warta at swarta@slitopeka.org or (785) 233-2566.
Lisa Jackson
SLI President/CEO

Dream Fulfilled
SLI client Delores turned 80 years old this year and had one dream that she
wanted to accomplish in her lifetime - to visit her parent’s gravesite one more
time. The thing that was stopping her from accomplishing that was that her
parents are buried over 1,000 miles away in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Without the
money or resources to be able to visit them on her own, she turned to Pathway
for Hope for the support that she needed.
Pathway for Hope is a fund managed by the SLI Foundation that provides support
to people with intellectual disabilities with priority given to clients receiving
services from SLI.
Two SLI staff members agreed to take the road trip with Delores and support her
in this experience. Delores was excited to go on the trip and was in great spirits
the entire time. During the road trip, Delores was able to enjoy many areas of the
country that she had never been to before. She spent a lot of her time singing
and sampling new restaurants along the way. She even had crepes for the first
time!
Delores was born and raised in Virginia Beach. Thanks to the trip memories of her childhood came rushing back. She
was able to point out where the cemetery was located and they were able to visit her parent’s gravesites. A trip to the
beach was scheduled and Delores enjoyed it so much that she took a nap!
The trip was a once in a lifetime experience for Delores and something that she will never forget. Being able to spend
time at her parent’s gravesite was a special experience and something she would never have been able to experience
without the generosity of Pathway for Hope.

Gaining Independence
SLI works every day with individuals with diverse abilities to help them gain independence
and be an active part of the community. While not everyone can make the transition to
living on their own, Maria was able to achieve just that.
Maria has been an SLI client for 12 years and had been living in one of SLI’s homes as part
of the Community Living Program. She has grown tremendously in the past couple of years
and made it her goal to live on her own.
To support individuals who have this goal, SLI has an Independent Living Program (ILP)
where individuals live in their own apartment or home and most have a part-time or fulltime job. SLI staff accompanies clients to doctor appointments and assists as needed.

Donor Communications
SLI is very mindful of how our funds are being used. But we want to keep our donors and the community aware of
the latest news and how we support individuals with diverse abilities.
The most cost effectiveway to share out story is through email and/or social media. SLI can communicate with you
and save dollars if you are willing to share your email. We can email you our quarterly newsletters and any other SLI
information you may be interested in.
We will not share your email with any other contact outside of our organization. If you are interested, please share
your email with Shannon at swarta@slitopeka.org. Thank you!

For clients to make the transition from SLI’s Community Living Program to the Independent
Living Program they must show stability and self-initiation to exercise independence in
everyday living. They must demonstrate that they know safety skills and are able to use public transportation. SLI staff
works with the client and client’s team to map out what areas of their life need to strengthened to gain independence.
Maria worked hard to meet all the requirements to begin living on her own and has succeeded in finding balance in her
life in preparation of this transition. She spends time working, enjoying time with friends and spending time with her
boyfriend. Maria enhanced her skills by cooking regularly for her roommates, learned to schedule appointments and is
always on time to the places she needs to be. She has learned to ask questions when she does not understand something.
Maria has embraced the ILP agenda and program outline and often participates in group activities on evenings and
weekends in the community. “I love my apartment and how quiet it is!” said Maria. “My favorite part of living on my own is
riding the bus to work and attending all of the ILP activities in the community.”

SLI Festival of Trees
Karlun Callanan, Honorary Chair

December 5-7, 2019

Stormont Vail Events Center - Ag Hall
One Expocentre Dr. Topeka, KS

Thursday, December 5 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday, December 6
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday, December 7 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Adults - $6.00
Seniors (60+) - $3.00
12 and under FREE!

• A holiday event with over 60 trees,
wreaths, mantlescapes and porchscapes
• Holiday Market and Sweet Shoppe
• Silent Auction
• Photos with Santa
• Musical entertainment by school groups

Festival Special Events
Tinsel & Treasures

Festival Auction Party

Thursday, December 5, 2019
5:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Kansas Expocentre - Ag Hall

Hors D’oeuvres & Open Bar
Business or Party Attire
Ladies 21 and over only!

Friday, December 6, 2019
Kansas Expocentre - Ag Hall

Tickets $45 person
Make reservations at
www.slitopeka.org

6:00 p.m. - Tree Viewing Tickets $75 per person
6:45 p.m. - Dinner Served Make reservations at
7:30 p.m. - Live Auction www.slitopeka.org

Pancake Feed

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus

Saturday, December 7
8 - 11 a.m.
$5.50 per person

Photos with Santa
Saturday - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

For more information, visit www.slitopeka.org or call (785) 233-2566

