President’s Message
CARF International announced that SLI has been accredited for another three years
with Community Housing, Community Integration and Governance Standards
applied.
This accreditation decision represents the highest level of accreditation that can be
given to an organization and shows the organizations substantial conformance to the
CARF standards. An organization receiving a Three-Year Accreditation has put itself
through a rigorous peer review process. It has demonstrated to a team of surveyors
during an on-site visit its commitment to offering programs and services that are
measurable, accountable and of the highest quality.
CARF is an independent, nonprofit accrediting body whose mission is to promote the
quality, value and optimal outcomes of services through a consultative accreditation process and continuous
quality improvement. CARF establishes consumer-focused standards to help organizations measure and
improve the quality of their programs and services.
Kansas providers of intellectual/developmental disability services are not required to be accredited but this
process is something that SLI firmly believes promotes progress and continual focus on improvement of
services. We are very proud of the outcome we received and will continue to work hard to search out ways to
accomplish our mission in the most effective and efficient way possible with emphasis on health, safety and
significant satisfaction with service.

Lisa Jackson
SLI President/CEO

KDOT Grant Recieved
Through the Kansas Department of Transportation federal program
funding SLI was awarded the KDOT 5310 Financial Assistance
Transportation Program and the KDOT 5339 Bus Facilities Program
to replace four transit lift vehicles with new ones. The need for
replacement transit vehicles was due to the cost of repair to aging
vehicles with high mileage. The newer models have safer lift systems
and are more efficient for SLI clients.
Also, SLI received a grant for vehicle security cameras which
will be a tool to ensure clients and employees are safe
during transports. The camera improves visibility to protect
assets, reduce liability, maximize operational efficiency and,
most importantly, enhance safety. The cameras incorporate
innovative features such as wireless downloading, real-time
remote viewing, GPS mapping, and recording technology to
further enhance safety.

Would you like to make Quilts From the
a difference?
Heart
SLI is an organization that has been in the community for 47 years and
has grown from working with 12 individuals to 198 individuals today.
We take what we do seriously and ensure our clients have the most
caring, dependable and professional staff to work with and to give
them the services they need to live a life by building their abilities or
living independently.
Recently, we received a letter from a client’s guardian sharing her
gratitude for a SLI staff member, David Hodges, and the work he had
done with her son, Seth. David has been with SLI since 2008 and
always has the client’s best interest at heart. In 2015, David received
the Leadership award.
Terri, Seth’s mother, said, “David has been my son’s Case Manager
for the past four years. He is a caring, compassionate, knowledgeable
professional person and truly interested in Seth’s well-being and takes
the extra steps to help him succeed in society.”
She indicated it was hard to put in a few paragraphs all the good deeds
that have been done by David. Some of the traits she mentioned
about David were that he takes the time to visit with Seth, takes him
to places to get to know him on his own turf, and shows a genuine
interest in her son in order to develop a proper mental health plan
for him. She was so impressed that he took the time to be engaged in
the IEP process, made multiple suggestions and helped her through
stressful IEP meetings and teacher conferences.

SLI clients were the recipients of 19
twin-size quilts donated by the loving
heart of Carolyn Kuhn and the caring
hands of six talented women. Carolyn
donated two carloads of quilting material
after she was diagnosed with ALS to her
friends to use for a good cause. Paula
Harbert suggested making quilts for the
SLI clients and received assistance in the
project from her friends Peggy Hanna,
Maureen Hensler, Colleen Janssen, Katty
McGivern and Becky Phanensteil.
These quilts are a treasure to our clients
and we thank Carolyn and her friends
in making this possible for our clients to
enjoy for years to come.

“Whenever I contact David he always answers immediately or makes
contact within an hour. I have even reached out to him on the
weekends in an emergency and he has responded to my calls with the
same quick response,” Terri said.
During a very upsetting time David was there for the family. Seth
attempted to commit suicide and David knew exactly how to calm
down Terri and get Seth the help and attention he needed during this
incident. She said, “I have friends who have left Topeka and/or travel to
Lawrence and Kansas City to find better mental health care. David has
put me in contact with some great resources right here in Topeka even
though we have limited mental health care.”
She shared that David is a wealth of knowledge, with the appropriate
contacts in his field but always allows Seth and his mother make
the final decision. He has been more than encouraging, helpful and
sympathetic during our darkest times, and they have seemed more frequent these past few months.
Terri and Seth hope that SLI and the Topeka community realize that we truly have an individual and an organization who
care about the mental welfare of our citizens.
David is only one of the SLI staff that gives 100% to our clients and guardians to ensure they are receiving all the services
they need. You can make a difference by donating to SLI to ensure our citizens with intellectual and developmental
disabilities are receiving the programs and service they need to be a part of our community. Visit slitopeka.org and make
your donation.

SLI
3401 SW Harrison St.
Topeka, KS 66611
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2018 Festival of Trees
Contact Info
for more
information on
programs and services,
Call (785) 233-2566
If you would like
to make a donation,
contact Jo Ann Tate
at (785) 233-2566
JTate@slitopeka.org
Visit the SLI
website at
www.slitopeka.org
www.facebook.com/
slitopeka
SLI
3401 SW Harrison St.
Topeka, KS 66611

Pathway for Hope
Abel is a 6 year old with Autism and very
limited communication abilities. “He would
become frustrated when he was unable
to communicate his thoughts”, said his
mother, Sarah. He uses an iPad in school
but needed an iPad and software to help
him communicate with his family at home.
Through the Pathway For Hope fund he was
able to receive the iPad and communication
program called LAMPS, Words for Life.
Abel was described by his mother as very
outgoing, loves attention, can put a smile on your face and sometimes his actions
just make you laugh.
You can make a difference for another individual with disabilities. Please consider
donating to the Pathway for Hope fund to support more individuals such as Abel. To
make a donation, visit www.slitopeka.org/pathwayforhope.

We want to stay in touch with you, so keep us informed
of changes in your life: new address, name, phone
number, e-mail address or other important information.

SLI celebrated its 41st Festival of Trees on
November 29 - December 2 starting the
holiday tradition with many activities for
individuals and families.
The four-day event started off with the client’s
Holiday Party and the traditional lighting of
the trees with Ralph Hipp live on WIBW 6 pm
news. The Civitan Club of Topeka served chili
and cookies for all attending. The remainder
of the week included the Tinsel & Treasures
event, the Festival Auction Party, the pancake
feed sponsored by the Knights of Columbus
and Santa’s arrival on Saturday.
The 2018 Festival of Trees is the signature
event and the only fundraiser for SLI to raise
dollars to provide programs and services for
our 198 clients. We thank all of the sponsors,
donors, volunteers and attendees that made
the event a success. We thank the SLI Board
of Directors and the Foundation Board of
Directors for their ongoing support and
expertise they give to the SLI organization.

