Fun in CIP!

from the President
On behalf of the children and adults receiving support from SLI, the Board of Directors and
SLI staff, we thank you for supporting the Festival of Trees, making it possible to celebrate
the Festival’s 40th year. Festival of Trees makes the holiday season extra special for the
Topeka community and raises critical funds so SLI can support unfunded services such as
transportation, medical equipment and supplies, assistive technology and nursing among
numerous others.
As we plan the 40th year of the Festival of Trees, we continue the work on our mission
under deteriorating conditions of funding for services for people with intellectual disabilities.
These services have not had a rate adjustment in nearly a decade and direct supports
continue to be reimbursed at below minimum wage. In addition, the state of Kansas has
placed these services under the umbrella of the managed health care organizations who, in
turn, deny services and payments and have changed the way we bill for services. All of this
has resulted in an extreme loss of funds for SLI.
Festival of Trees was started in 1967 by the board of directors and founding family members
in order to raise enough money to cover the year-end shortfall of $16,000. This event has been growing stronger every
year and has raised over $3 million to support services and programs for clients and families. In this, the 40th year of our
signature fundraising event, we need your help as greatly now as we did back then.
I extend my sincere gratitude to all of you, supporters of
SLI. Because of your commitment to our mission and your
understanding of how important these services are in our
community, we have been able to grow and provide exceptional
service to individuals with developmental and intellectual
disabilities for over 46 years and we will be able to continue for
Kansas Expocentre - Ag Hall
many years to come.
Please plan to celebrate with us at Festival of Trees on
One Expocentre Dr.
November 30 - December 3, 2017. For information on volunteering
Topeka, KS 66612
for Festival of Trees, sponsorships, silent auction donations, tree/
wreath designing and other ways to be involved, contact Shannon
9 am - 4 pm
Thursday, Nov. 30
Warta at swarta@slitopeka.org or go to our website at
9 am - 4 pm
Friday, Dec. 1
www.slitopeka.org.
8 am - 4 pm
Saturday, Dec. 2
11
am - 3 pm
Sunday, Dec. 3
Sincerely,
Adults - $5.00
Seniors (60+) - $3.00
12 & under - FREE!
Lisa Jackson, President/CEO

SLI Festival
of Trees

SLI Grants
SLI has been very fortunate this quarter with approval of three grants totaling $61,199. The grants will make it
possible for technology improvements and upgrades and staff training software.
Capitol Federal® Foundation and Lewis H. Humphreys Charitable Trust, Bank of America, N.A. Trustee awarded
to SLI $21,000 and $22,100 respectively to support the implementation of the “Knowledge Is Power” staff
training software program called Relias Learning. The program will allow SLI to incorporate online learning
with audio and video features to enhance intuitive learning methods and interactive self-paced courses. The
trainings will give staff real-world scenarios, evidence-based practices, video--based instruction, field-specific
content and conceptual understanding that will develop our staff with the knowledge and skills necessary to
implement creative and effective strategies for quality treatment and support for the people we serve.
Sunflower Foundation awarded to SLI $18,099 to upgrade and enhance technology to support efficient
operations, effective service delivery, performance management, and analysis of reports. Core equipment and
software competencies have been identified that are necessary for departments to oversee and for relevant
training. SLI is expanding the use of technology to make improvements, eliminate redundancy and ensure
accuracy of data. This is part of SLI’s ongoing plan to ensure safety and efficiency for our clients and staff.

The SLI Community Integration Program (CIP) has been keeping
very busy with community activities, volunteering and learning new
skills!
CIP clients have been going out in the Topeka community
and enjoying all of the fun activities. They have gone bowling,
swimming, played volleyball, attended Brown Bag lunch concerts,
Washburn Tech Salon and much more. They have also taken trips
outside of Topeka such as visiting Worlds of Fun, the Emporia Zoo
and Baldwin City.
In addition to the community activities, CIP has been learning new
skills such as Thai-Chi and about different countries each month.
CIP clients have also put together talent and fashion shows that all
SLI staff were invited to enjoy!
Volunteering in the community is also a favorite activity of CIP.
Clients volunteer at Meals on Wheels, have adopted a park and
clean signs and plaques at the Topeka Zoo. Most of these activities
occur on a weekly basis.
With all of these activities and more happening each day, there
is an opportunity for each individual to participate in fun activities
while learning at the same time!
To see more of the activities that are happening in CIP and
throughout SLI, make sure to like our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/slitopeka. Pictures and videos are posted
often!

2017 Annual Awards
Congratulations to all of the award winners!
Staff and Community Awards
Award of Distinction Program - Traci Vincent, Tim Gorton
and team members
Corporate Partnership Award - Knights of Columbus
District 19 and District 20

Doug Vincent, Sara’s Hope Award

Francis Kimani, President’s Award

7th Street, Award of Distinction for
House of the Year

Knights of Columbus Dist. 19 & 20,
Corporate Partnership Award

Cathy Holmes, Volunteer of the Year

Denise Sanders, Leadership Award

Leadership Award - Denise Sanders
President’s Award - Francis Kimani
Sara’s Hope Award - Doug Vincent
		
Volunteer of the Year - Cathy Holmes
Client Awards
Award of Distinction for House of the Year - 7th
Street
Increase in Independence Award - Amanda Kirk and
Josh McMahan
Job Training Graduate of the Year - Penny Cohee
Success in Goal Achievement Award - Terri Arace and
Derek Wood
Success in Learning Something New Award - Connie
Germonprez
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Pathway for Hope
Pathway for Hope is a program that helps to provide support to people with intellectual disabilities
with services individuals may not be receiving from any other Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (IDD) community service providers. The funds are to be used to assist the needs of the
individual as requested. These services and products can include anything from clothing and furniture
to accessibility remodels, and certain dental and vision services.

Upcoming
Events

Fall Festival

The Special Olympics is a state, regional, and national competition that
is very similar to the regular Olympics. The games began with a summer
camp developed by the actions of Eunice Kennedy Shriver who saw
the lack of a place for people with intellectual and physical disabilities
to participate in organized sports. The events are in a constant cycle
throughout the year. Some of the sports that individuals can participate
in are basketball, softball, track and field, volleyball, bowling, etc.
Depending on the sport, there are 3 to 20 SLI clients participating on
teams.

Holiday Ball

Monty King, SLI Community Living Coordinator, is a coach for the Topeka
and Shawnee County team in all sports. He also helps with a national
level softball team out of Topeka that travels all over the country to
compete.

Festival of Trees

Monty got involved with Special Olympics when he was in Jr. High School.
He has a cousin with Downs Syndrome and his aunt encouraged him to
volunteer. Since then he has been involved with Special Olympics in one
way or the other, even while he was in the military.

Softball Cookout
September 20
Gage Park

Pathway for Hope encourages individuals who know of someone with a need that may not be fully
covered to reach out and apply for this opportunity. The SLI Foundation Board of Directors manage
the funds and make selections in January, April, July, and October. Applications are received year
round, but decisions regarding funds are only made during the specified months.

October 25
Big Gage Shelter House

Pathway for Hope has helped to fulfill the needs of individuals. Since its existence, it has helped many
clients receive dental care, accessibility equipment, vision services, etc.

November 29
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall

A great example of the power of Pathway for Hope is John, who is client of SLI. John has been with
SLI for 29 years. Prior to a fall that left him totally paralyzed, he enjoyed
an independent life but now needs total care. He now spends his days
in a wheelchair with limited ability to utilize his hands and arms. John
has limited income and insurance would not cover an electric hoyer.
The gift of an electric hoyer lift gave a quality of life back to John who
has not let the fact that he cannot walk defeat him. An electric hoyer
has helped staff move him from his wheelchair for the basic needs
that we take for granted every day. John is proof that individuals can
overcome great hardships. He is an inspiration to those who know him!
For more information or to apply, please visit www.slitopeka.org/
pathwayforhope.

Special Olympics AT SLI

Nov. 30 - Dec. 3
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall

One of his favorite memories with Special Olympics is when he traveled
to Washington D.C. with the softball team. For many of the players this
was the first time out of the state of Kansas. It was awesome to see the
sights in the United States Capitol and experience something new with
them for the first time.
Monty enjoys Special Olympics and believes it is a good program because
it allows individuals to show off their talents and creates a level playing
field with their peers. Through the Special Olympics participants pride
themselves on the things they can accomplish while providing a level
playing field for all participants.

