from the President
Volunteers are critical to our programs and services by giving their time and talent to
our clients, offering a class to our clients and/or staff or helping with our signature
event, the Festival of Trees. These are just a few ways that our volunteers make a
difference that ultimately impacts the lives of those we serve.
We are very fortunate to have volunteers with a long history of SLI service. We are
also thankful for our new volunteers. Our volunteers tell us they give their time
because they believe in the SLI mission and want to contribute to the work to
achieve our mission. They have committed to serve their community in a meaningful
way, using their talents for the good of others.
Please consider sharing your time and special talent or consider one of the following:
•
One-on-one relationship with a client who needs a friend
•
Helping with group activities in technology, history, self defense, etc.
•
Share your hobby and expertise in art, music, exercise, cooking, health, diversity awareness, safety,
crafting, photography, etc.
•
Home maintenance for our 21 homes - painting, yard clean-up , landscaping, window cleaning,
decorating and handyman services
•
Clerical services - writing or editing marketing materials, printing services, filing, mailings, phone calls,
reception services
•
Client and staff activities - camp, annual awards, fall festival, softball game and cookout
On behalf of the clients and families served and the board of directors and staff, thank you to all of our
volunteers for what you do for us. We are so much more with volunteers on our side.

Topeka Gives
Mark your calendars for Topeka Gives! The Topeka Community Foundation is offering $83,250 pro-rated (not
dollar for dollar) match on the day of Topeka Gives. They will match a certain amount of donations to each
organization. Your donation to SLI will help many of our clients to live independently and be an active participant
in the community. It will give SLI the ability to cover unfunded areas such as transportation, medical needs and
everyday needs for our clients. Get a bigger bang for your dollar and come see us at Topeka Gives!
What: 2017 Topeka Gives
When: Tuesday, June 6, 2017
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Where: Fairlawn Plaza Mall

Meet Melissa
Melissa Smith was born in 1963 to Bob and Audrey Smith in Houston. It was early
in infancy that her parents began to question the pediatrician that something was
wrong. At eight months, they changed pediatricians and she was hospitalized
and diagnosed with congenital familial dysautonomia. Melissa’s doctor gave
her Dad a medical reference book to read with several columns of total known
information on the disorder.
Congenital familial dysautonomia is a rare inherited disorder characterized by
insensitivity to pain and an inability to sweat. Melissa needs to be cautious of
exposure to extreme weather, as she has no body temperature control. Even
though they had little information, Bob and Audrey were relieved to finally find
out what was wrong with Melissa.

Sincerely,

Soon, it was recommended that they should institutionalize her because she would go blind, was deaf and mentally
retarded, and would be in a vegetative state. However, her parents decided not to institutionalize her, and raise her to be
the best she could be.

Lisa Jackson, SLI President/CEO

In 1964, they were transferred to Philadelphia and a research doctor heard of Melissa and asked to do a study of Melissa
to find out more about her disorder; it was then that the correct diagnosis of congenital familial sensory neuropathy with
anhidrosis was given. That diagnosis stands to this day.

Give Back By Volunteering
If you are interested in finding out more about volunteering at SLI, contact
Jo Ann Long at jlong@slitopeka.org or 233-2566.
Volunteer and celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Festival of Trees by
serving on the Festival of Trees Committee. Positions are available in many
areas - Tree and Wreath, Silent Auction, Decorations, Mistletoe Market,
Public Relations, Entertainment and Auction Party. You could chair an entire
committee or you could give a couple of hours to work during the event.
Or would you like to put together a basket(s) or gather an item(s) for silent
auction. How about designing a tree or wreath? If you are interested in
volunteering for the Festival of Trees, contact Shannon Warta at
swarta@slitopeka.org or 233-2566.

“Melissa has no fear of anything because she can’t feel anything,” said Audrey.
Melissa learned to read and write and became quite educated. It was when Melissa was 18 and graduated from Topeka
West through the Capper Foundation that Bob and Audrey decided it was time to let Melissa grow and move away
from home. They heard about Sheltered Living and she moved in. “As parents, we couldn’t let her grow up and be
independent, but SLI did,” said Bob.
With the help from SLI, Melissa was able to get a job on the production line at a book bindery in Topeka. In order to get
to work, Melissa had to ride a bus every day. This allowed Melissa the ability to be independent, which was a dream
come true for her.
Melissa loved working and earning her own money. She was able to go on a cruise and pay for it with the money from
working at the book bindery. However, she injured her back and then she was unable to continue working there.
The services at SLI have allowed Bob and Audrey to be very involved in Melissa’s life while providing the proper care for
her. Melissa is a very happy person and has learned how to live independently.
“Melissa has taught me to value every single life and we couldn’t be more proud of her,” said Audrey.
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News

Volunteer Celebration

Annual Awards

On February 21, we celebrated our volunteers with an SLI Volunteer Appreciation
Reception. The evening was just a small token of appreciation for the selfless work
that so many do on behalf of the children and adults with intellectual disabilities
served by SLI.

Softball Cookout

SLI President and CEO, Lisa Jackson expressed her appreciation and gratitude for
our volunteers with a heartfelt speech about
the importance of volunteering that has
helped SLI become successful. She explained
that without volunteers, SLI simply would not
be able to fulfill goals and continue to grow
in a successful pattern. Individuals who have
volunteered have a long history of volunteering
for SLI. Volunteering brings individuals
together to create a community and
connect people together for a common
cause.
There is no doubt that SLI’s success has
been enhanced by all of the volunteers
who graciously give their time and talents
to help the individuals we serve. SLI
client’s lives continue to grow and improve
because of our volunteers!

June 21
Rose Wood Event Hall

September 20
Gage Park

Fall Festival

October 25
Big Gage Shelter House

Holiday Ball

November 29
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall

Festival of Trees

Nov. 30 - Dec. 3
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall
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Canine Companion Program
SLI has initiated a Canine Companion
Program into the work place. The program
allows employees to bring their dog to work
for the overall enjoyment of socializing with
the clients.
Tandy Kimbrough, Director of Admissions
and Habilitation, is the first participant
to bring her beloved dog, Scout. Tandy
describes Scout as patient, playful and very
social. Often Scout will wait for individuals
in wheelchairs so they too have the opportunity to pet him. “Scout puts a smile on
everyone’s face and that provides extreme benefits to the workplace,” says Tandy.
“Everyone looks forward to Scout visiting, including Scout.” There is no doubt that Scout
enjoys all the attention he receives and looks forward to visiting SLI each time he gets
the chance.
This interaction is exactly what SLI envisioned for the Canine
Companion Program. Tandy says, “The program shows
positive development and is just another case of animal
therapy being successful and positive in the workplace.”
In addition to this, Tandy believes that the program will be
around for the long-term and states, “I feel very happy to
be the one to be able to introduce the first participant to
everyone and see it being successful.” There is no doubt SLI
will be welcoming more of “man’s best friend” in the future
to help put smiles on everyone’s face!

