President’s Message

Meet Diane!
Blind since birth, Diane Hannigan, SLI client since 1990, has overcome many
obstacles in her life. For the community that has been there for her, Diane
gives back through volunteering and activities supported by SLI. “We all are
capable of giving back just as much or more than we receive. Everyone at
SLI has something to offer to the community where we live,” says Diane.

Your gifts bring hope and happiness to individuals with intellectual disabilities.
There are many ways to support our mission. The following are a few:
• Corporate support
• Company matching gifts
• Dedicating and donating time
• Individual support - monthly gifts
• In-kind donations
• Planned giving
• Stock donations
• Support of SLI’s Festival of Trees
• Supporting unfunded services such as nursing, transportation and medical
advocacy
• Tributes and memorials
Thank you for thoughtfully considering being the hope and providing happiness to the nearly 300 children
and adults being served through SLI programs.
With sincere gratitude,
Lisa Jackson
President/CEO, SLI and Foundation for SLI

Giving Back
From Lisa - I shared some ways that you can support the mission of SLI in this newsletter. I am so
pleased to have been afforded the opportunity to share an up close and personal example of one such
way this recently occurred. I extend my sincere gratitude to Rick and Jo Ann Tate (formerly Jo Ann
Long) for agreeing to share their personal example of giving on their wedding day.
“As Rick and I were planning our wedding, we realized we really didn’t need
anything; therefore, on our invitations we requested no gifts. But we decided
to take it one more step and ask our guests to give back to SLI or the charity
of their choice in honor of our wedding.
We knew there were many needs in the community and people who
needed help to make their lives a little bit better. For Rick and I, being able
to help individuals live a better life is how we live our lives and teach our
grandchildren. We knew this was our way to help meet critical and basic
needs and to give back to society by making the community a better place.
We wanted to make a difference and give our guests the opportunity to do
the same. Each donation received helped in the following ways:
• Paying It Forward - the smallest things we give can make the biggest change in the lives of others.
• Spreading Love - by giving to charity, you can spread love in many ways such as a donation in memory of a
loved one, a tribute for a loved one still living or honoring a particular cause in a family or friend’s name.
• Making the world a better place – a donation that causes a ripple of positivity can transform someone’s life.
Charity does not have to be big or leave a huge impact. A little act of kindness at the right moment can give
someone a good day and make the world a better place.
We thank our family & friends for the $975 donated to SLI.”
Jo Ann & Rick Tate

Being without sight her whole life has only bolstered her independent nature
and she is proud of her independence and accomplishments. Diane is a very
outgoing and happy individual. She has a spunky spirit, makes the best of
whatever comes her way and doesn’t let anything stop her from living her life
as she chooses. She enjoys greeting customers and bagging items at a gift
shop. Diane is a choir member and believes that music makes people happy,
which is another way that she is able to give back to her community. Diane’s
favorite hobbies are music, especially country, and listening to the radio.
She teaches Braille at the Capper Foundation to other people who are blind.
“You would be surprised what blind people can teach you,” she said, “I know for sure we all can give back in
some way.” Her positive outlook and can do attitude is well respected.
Diane not only teaches Braille but valuable lessons also. During the SLI capital campaign for the new service
center Diane asked for a tour of the new office and to visit with the Vice President of Development. She said to
him, “I want to do my part and donate.” Then she handed him a jar of change, everything she had been saving.
Lisa Jackson, President/CEO, recalls this as a very valuable lesson. It is SLI’s strict policy not to accept money
or gifts from our clients. Lisa said, “Diane was so adamant that we accept her donation and she explained
that she felt strongly about this because she had been receiving services and wanted to contribute how she
could. Even though we received some very generous donations during the campaign, this donation will always
be extraordinarily special no matter the amount. The thought that was put into this gift was so special. Diane
teaches us all that is our duty as citizens to give back to our communities and to help those in need.”
Diane’s favorite moment at SLI is the Festival of Trees
because of the beautiful music playing, as well as
having other people describe to her all the festive lights.
Another favorite moment was her 50th birthday party and
the quality time she spent with her family and friends.

Diane,
Your SLI family congratulates you on your
success and independence. Thank you for
sharing your spirited, loving, generous and kind
self with us everyday.

In-Kind Contributions Make a Difference
Gifts from donors come in many forms. Gifts in kind, also referred to as in-kind donations, is charitable giving
instead of giving money to buy needed goods and services, the goods and services themselves are given.
Tangible goods include bus tickets, art supplies, books, clothing, furniture, hygiene and medical supplies.
Another way of giving could be in-kind services (professional services) such as advertising, printing or
volunteering. This year we have had individuals and corporations volunteer with projects at our homes. Also,
we have had the following items donated for our clients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball goal
Big Church Night Out tickets
Cider Days tickets
Clothing
Coat
Gait belt
Hygiene items

•
•
•
•
•
•

Knee & back brace
Lied Center show tickets
Love seat with a lift & recliner
Microwave
Recliner chair
Shoes
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Relias Learning
Capitol Federal Foundation and Lewis H. Humphreys Charitable Trust, Bank
of America, N.A. Trustee awarded to SLI $21,000 and $22,100 respectively to
support the implementation of the “Knowledge Is Power” staff training software
program called Relias Learning.
The program will allow SLI to incorporate online learning with audio and video
features to enhance intuitive learning methods and interactive self-paced
courses.
“With Relias, the training department will be able to free up time currently used
for data entry to be able to offer some hands on trainings for both staff and
clients. There are almost endless possibilities for training. It will be wonderful to
be able to share site-specific trainings such as G-tube or Hoyer lift,” said Erin
Toby, director of quality improvement.
The trainings will give staff real-world scenarios, evidence-based practices,
video-based instruction, field-specific content and conceptual understanding
that will develop our staff with the knowledge and skills necessary to implement
creative and effective strategies for quality treatment and support for the people
we serve.
“It is great that we have been given the opportunity to move forward with
technology and won’t be left in the dust as it continues to advance.” said Toby.

Fall Festival

October 25
Big Gage Shelter House

Holiday Ball

November 29
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall

Festival of Trees

Nov. 30 - Dec. 3
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall

Tinsel & Treasures

November 30
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall

Festival Auction Party
December 1
KS Expocentre - Ag Hall

SLI SUMMER CAMP
SLI Summer Camp at the Jayhawk Area Boy
Scout Camp was enjoyed by 30 clients who
learned to fish, BB gun shooting and archery.
They also had fun canoeing, climbing the rock
wall, zip-lining, swimming and making all types of
crafts.
These are activities that our clients would never
have the opportunity to do otherwise. The clients
also celebrated the fun week by hosting a talent
show for SLI staff and clients to attend.
Thanks to the Jayhawk Area Boy Scouts for partnering with SLI and allowing our
campers to have new experiences. We would also like to thank individuals from the
Lawrence Cosmopolitan Club, MARS, Sigma Phi Faternity and SLI board member,
Traci Brown, for volunteering during camp week.
SLI Summer Camp was an action packed week that campers will always remember
and are already looking forward to next year!

